Managing Pigeon Numbers

Feral pigeon populations in urban areas around the
world become a concern for residents and property
owners when the birds, seeking shelter and a place to
nest, take up residence in city buildings and are seen as
an inconvenience by the community. As “pest” control
companies play to this intolerance as a sure-fire way to
rustle up business, the public is often told that pigeons
are a pest and a health hazard and that they spread
diseases and parasites to humans and domestic animals.
In reality, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and departments of health around the country agree
that pigeons do not pose a threat to public health.

Cities and companies that perceive a “pigeon problem”
traditionally resort to methods such as trapping,
shooting, and poisoning as a way to reduce the
population. These methods are ineffective and have
even contributed to an overall increase in the number of
pigeons in a given area.

The U.K-based Pigeon Control Advisory Service (PiCAS)
and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)
present a holistic, integrated plan below that has
consistently proved to reduce pigeon populations by an
average of 50 percent and keep them at that reduced
level.

But first, here is a brief look at the conventionally
employed methods of reducing pigeon populations and
an explanation as to why they don't work.

Traditional Control Metheds Don’'t Work

Conventional methods of pigeon population control
invariably involve killing adult pigeons and have proved
unsatisfactory and ineffective. it has been found that the
population in fact increases as a result of killing off part

of the population because once the adult pigeons are
removed, younger birds no longer experience such fierce
competition for food and are thus left to breed out of
control. The reduced population also results in a greater
amount of food for the remainder of the flock, and
because pigeons breed in relation to the extent of
available food, this also contributes to a buildup in flock
size. In fact, population numbers have been shown not
only to quickly rise to the original figure but in many
cases to exceed it.

Lethal bird control is a multibillion-dollar business
worldwide. Despite research establishing the
ineffectiveness of lethal control and the continued
success of humane control methods described later in
this report, it is no surprise that many “pest” control
operators (PCOs) still recommend lethal control as a
viable option. Because these lethal methods ensure that
pigeon populations not only return to original levels but
also exceed them, this means return business for PCOs
indefinitely. Operators thus have a vested commercial
interest in marketing lethal control, such as the methods
described below:

1. Trapping Is Cruel and Ineffective

Many cities address their pigeon problems by seeking to
trap resident pigeons through a lure of a live bird or
grain and relocating them to another region or killing
them once trapped. Such a method ultimately proves
ineffective because of the following:

» Relocation either transfers pigeons to other
communities or results in pigeons’ returning to the
original location (pigeons will almost always return
directly to their roost because of their extraordinary
homing instincts). If relocated far enough away, it



is, of course, possible that some pigeons may not return
to their home, but to survive, they must be released near
a source of food. If they are not released in close
proximity to humans, they may starve. Transferring the
overpopulation concern to another city is not the
solution.

e Trapping primarily captures adult birds, which leaves
flightless and orphaned infant pigeons (squabs) to die of
starvation, and because pigeons breed throughout the
year, trapping can lead to public relations problems. It
also leaves the squab carcasses to rot and become
maggot-infested, presenting a health risk.

* C(Cities employing programs that trap and kill not only
exacerbate the overpopulation problem as outlined
above but also are open to a public relations nightmare.

2. Poisoning Is Dangerous and Ineffective

In the U.K., poisoning pigeons has been outlawed as an
indiscriminate cause of massive suffering and painful, often
lingering deaths, not only to the pigeons but also to other
bird species, including migratory songbirds who consume
the laced feed and any birds of prey or mammals who
consume contaminated bodies. Poisoning has also proved
both in Europe and the U.S. to be ultimately ineffective in
reducing pigeon numbers. Yet, despite their inability to
provide long-term solutions, poisons are still used
extensively in the U.S. on our pigeon populations and as a
result have managed to increase pigeon numbers for the
reasons outlined above.

3. Narcotic Baits and Hallucinogens Cause Suffering
Products such as Avitrol are often misrepresented to cities
by PCOs as a way of moving birds away from problem areas
without killing them. Treated grain is left for the pigeons in
the same way that poison would be administered. The drug
is intended to work as a “chemical scarecrow” to deter
other birds who have not eaten the treated bait. The
company claims that the drug causes affected birds to issue
warning cries and show signs of distress that warn the
others that the target area is not a safe place to be, and the
birds move off.

There are several key problems with employing this method of
control:

+ The product was developed for birds who have a
physiological ability to make distress calls, but according to
the Urban Wildlife Society and the Animal Protection
Institute of America, pigeons do not make a sound when in
pain and cannot issue the loud alarm notes required for the
product to be effective.

e Avitrol Corp.’s own president has explained that the product
“causes the bird’s brain wave to go flat” and that the
pigeon’s “distress cry” is, in fact, impulsive muscle twitches
“that make the bird appear as though it is trying to
communicate.”

¢ Pigeons who ingest Avitrol experience not only these muscle
twitches, but also seizures, regurgitation, disorientation,
rigidity, loss of muscle coordination, and cardiac arrest.

« Songbirds and birds of prey can also consume the Avitrol-
laced feed. It is a violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(with an attached $15,000 fine per violation) to directly or
indirectly harm any bird, with the exception of pigeons,
starlings, grackles, and English house sparrows. Ward Stone,
wildlife pathologist for the New York Department of
Environmental Conservation, has proved that protected and
endangered birds, including red-tailed hawks and peregrine
falcons, die as a result of preying upon pigeons who have
consumed Avitrol. Consequently, Avitrol was banned in New
York in 2000 and in San Frandisco. It has even led to the filing
of a lawsuit by a family who was exposed to Avitrol around
its Las Vegas apartment building and became ill as a resuit.

Narcotics are also administered to pigeons in an effort to induce
stupor so that the birds can more easily be caught and killed.
However, the vast majority of birds who consume the bait fly
away to die of starvation, dehydration, or hypothermia, or
members of the public find them flopping around on roads and
pavements in a distressed state and complain to the mayor’s
office and public works departments. Nontargeted predators
who consume the drugged birds can die from the narcotic.

4. Shooting Is Cruel and Unreliable

Shooting fails to address overpopulation concerns. PCOs that
employ shooting as a method of pigeon control rarely require
their employees to undergo any formal training before taking
an air gun or pellet rifle to typical roosting places. Because it is
virtually impossible to kill a bird as large as a pigeon this way,

-




the majority of the targeted birds are
merely wounded or maimed by the
pellet rifles and left to die. PiCAS reports
various cases in which wildlife rescue
organizations have been called in to
clean up the mass of dead and dying
birds after a shooting, justifiably causing
a public relations nightmare. In addition,
discharging firearms is not legal in most
urban areas. Although shooting requires
minimal effort on the part of the control
company, ensures return business, and is
therefore frequently recommended as a
viable method of control, it is inhumane
and it does not address overpopulation
concerns in the long term.

Why Lethal Controls Are
Ineffective

Lethal controls are ineffective because they do not address the
cause of overpopulation. As noted above, killing adult pigeons
in a feeding flock will favor younger birds who, without the
employment of lethal control methods, would otherwise have a
poorer chance of survival. Many older, nonbreeding birds are
killed in lethal control operations, leaving the younger, healthy
stock to breed.

Lethal controls therefore fail to deal with the source of the
problem, which is the overabundance of food sources available
to the pigeon population. As Guy Merchant, the director of
PiCAS, explains:

Pigeons control their own numbers very effectively
according to the volume of food available to them. An adult
pair of pigeons will usually breed up to 4-6 times a year but
can breed more frequently in optimum conditions,
producing 2 young each time. If, however, the food supply
is dramatically reduced and there is only enough food to
support the existing flock, adult birds may only breed once
or twice or possibly not at all. Pigeons will not produce
young if there is insufficient food to support them. If,
however, the food supply increases for any reason
(following a cull, for example), pigeons will breed
[continually] until the flock reaches the point where it is fully
exploiting the food available to it.

Thus, “culling” pigeon populations has the same effect on flock
size as does an increase in available food.

PiCAS Integrated Management: The Humane and
Permanent Solution

The solution to pigeon population control lies in controlling
food sources and the places in which food is available to the
pigeons. PiCAS can guide you through the best way to reduce
pigeon numbers using such a method.

What Is PiCAS, and What Can It Do for You?

PiCAS is the leading international authority on humane pigeon
control programs. Merchant is recognized as the premier expert
in reducing pigeon numbers and introducing permanent
solutions to pigeon roosting and nesting problems and has 30
years’ experience in successfully doing so. The method created
by PiCAS is widely used in Europe and is endorsed by the British
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.

PiCAS provides total backup to cities and companies choosing to
employ a humane method of control, offering a comprehensive,
free, and knowledgeable service.




The PiCAS Method:
Consistent Success in
Reducing Pigeon Numbers
PiCAS has had steady, proven results with integrated and
humane management programs throughout Europe. This has
garnered widespread recognition that this is the only effective
method of controlling pigeon populations as well as praise and
recognition from the community, commercial interests, and
animal welfare organizations alike. Clients ranging from cities
and counties to large hospitals, railways, corporate
headquarters, heritage sites, and others look to PiCAS to put in
place a solution to their pigeon problem.

On average, the PiCAS method reduces pigeon populations by
about 50 percent, indefinitely. Some case studies of cities and
sites where this has been achieved are outlined below, but first,
the essential features of a PiCAS plan are outlined.

The Secrets of Success :
The key reasoning behind the PiCAS method acknowledges that
there are two entirely separate problems associated with
pigeons in urban areas: There is the overnight roosting for the
purposes of sleeping and breeding, and then there is the

perching during the day to exploit food sources.
Feeding and roosting areas will generally be
separate, and the pigeons will migrate between the
two at dawn and dusk. PiCAS favors an integrated
approach focusing on the following complementary
practices:

* Identifying areas to be used as designated
feeding areas and on which artificial roosting
and nesting houses (dovecotes) can be
constructed. In many cities where notable

monuments or buildings reside and there is a
substantial tourist industry, these
dovecotes can be fashioned in the
image of a well-loved city
landmark. Pigeon populations are
then diverted to these chosen
areas, and the amount of feed
that is distributed to the
population is controlled. PiCAS
recommends selecting an area that is relatively
close to established roosting sites and in which
pigeons are already present to some extent.

Removing eggs from the dovecotes and replacing them with
dummy eggs to reduce pigeon numbers. £gg removal could
be done by city staff or volunteers from local wildlife groups,
and PETA is ready and willing to assist with such programs.

Obtaining widespread media coverage to accomplish the

following:

- Make the public aware of the program and the existence
of the new designated feeding sites

- Discourage feeding other than within these areas

- Explain why this control is desirable for the city and the
pigeons by outlining how feeding is contrary to pigeon
welfare in the long run and that the new designated
feeding sites are part of a plan to reduce pigeon numbers

- Emphasize to the city’s property owners the importance of
a citywide pigeon-proofing effort

Encouraging property owners in areas of concern to pigeon-
proof their buildings to discourage roosting and nesting by
installing humane exclusion and deterrent measures and
explaining why this is essential to addressing the pigeon
problem. PiCAS is willing and able to become thoroughly
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involved in helping businesses to find the most cost-effective
and proven methods to ensure that property owners can
address their concerns, and PiCAS can also help the dty
produce a leaflet to be distributed to property owners
offering advice on how best to pigeon-proof. It recommends
that local authorities be the first to pigeon-proof in an effort
to lead by example.

The key benefit of this scheme is twofold: Not only does the
method reduce pigeon numbers, it also works to relocate
pigeons from key areas of concern into a less sensitive area
{where, for example, there is a less dense residential population
and/or fewer commerdial properties affected by the damage
caused by pigeon droppings).

Following is a more detailed outline of some of the key features
listed above.

1. Designated Feeding Areas and Dovecotes: Moving Pigeons
off Problem Areas

One of the key concerns for many cities that contact PiCAS for
assistance is how to control public feeding. City councils have
conventionally erected notices requesting that the public not
feed pigeons in certain sensitive areas or, in some cases, notices
prohibiting the feeding of pigeons. Public education literature,
such as leaflets and signs, has also been

used often in an attempt to educate

the public about the issues. These are

often successful with the general public

but not with deliberate and persistent
feeders. Prohibitive public education
campaigns have often led to feeders’
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actually putting down more, not less,

are told by cities working with PiCAS that they can legitimately
feed pigeons within the designated feeding areas but not,
under any circumstances, outside of them and that, if this is
violated, they will be prosecuted.

Once the pigeons have been attracted to the designated area by
the food offered, the dovecote will provide them with a
daytime perching facility that will draw pigeons away from their
existing daytime roosts, and the birds will also begin to use the
dovecote as an alternative overnight roost. When pigeons have
become familiar with the dovecote, it is likely that they will start
to use it not only for daytime perching and overnight roosting,
but also for the purpose of breeding. At that point, any eqgs
laid can be removed and replaced with dummy eggs on a daily
or weekly basis.

Juvenile pigeons will be the first to take up residence in the
dovecote because mature adult breeding pairs will be reluctant
to leave their existing overnight roosts, but once the existing
large-scale roosts used by the adults (such as the lofts of disused
buildings) have been pigeon-proofed or demolished and adult
birds excluded, it is likely that these adult birds will start to use
the dovecote as their new home, too.
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feed, and persistent feeders have

resorted to feeding late at night or

early in the morning to avoid

detection. This, of course, encourages
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and sustains rodent and seagult
populations as well as pigeon flocks.

PiCAS’ method seeks to address the
needs of persistent feeders by moving
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pigeons to less sensitive areas of the
city and allowing, but not encouraging,

feeding on these sites, rather than
prohibiting feeding entirely. Feeders

SIDE ELEVATION

T T {-MAINTENANCE ACCESS HEIGHT

I'-l I

' MM PLYWOOD FACE

FRONT & REAR ELEVATIONS
TYPICAL NESTING ROX TO PIGEON CONTROL
ADVISORY S| (PICAS) SPECFICATION
{ENLARGED DETAIL)




2. Pigeon-Proofing and Deterrent Devices: Keeping Pigeons off
Problem Areas ,

Because the feral pigeon is a direct descendant of the rock dove,
a cliff-dwelling bird who roosted and nested on small ledges on
coastal diffs, the favorite roosting and perching places for
pigeons are city center buildings that simulate cliff faces and
windowsills and parapets that simulate ledges. Therefore,
commercial property owners and leaseholders are normally the
major victims of pigeon-related damage. However, these parties
are often reluctant to spend money on pigeon-proofing their
properties because many commercially available pigeon-
proofing products break down and degrade very quickly, the
installation quality is poor, or the products

themselves are extremely expensive.

PiCAS provides

PiCAS emphasizes to property owners the
importance of pigeon-proofing in an effort to
reduce pigeon occupancy and offers free, expert,
,and independent advice on pigeon-proofing,
often recommending alternative methods of

on pigeon-proofing

that costs a fraction

campaign is a must. Members of the public and the commercial
interests in the community need to understand the purpose of
the program and what it will achieve through their cooperation
and support. Particularly, building owners need to understand
the importance of pigeon-proofing their properties to
discourage perching and to force pigeons away from existing
roosts and onto artificial breeding sites. Members of the public
need to understand why food for pigeons must be decreased
and that any food offered must be given in the designated
areas. The need for high standards of hygiene and upkeep
outside fast-food outlets and food shops must be emphasized to
the business owners to ensure that minimal commercial refuse is
left lying in the streets. Support should also be
sought from this quarter to display explanatory
posters and hand out leaflets to customers.

free, expert advice

The educational campaign should focus on the fact
that a reduction in available food will not result in
starvation for large numbers of pigeons; it will
simply mean that pigeons will slow their breeding

pigeon-proofing that cost a fraction of the cost of of the cost of the rate or stop it altogether. The PiCAS program,
the commercially available counterpart. More on focusing on a reduction in feeding from the public’s
this possibility is outlined below in the “benefits commercially perspective, must be understood to be a natural
and costs” portion of the report. . way to control pigeon numbers as an alternative to

available lethal controls. The literature should be designed
PiCAS normally recommends that local authorities counterpart. for those who like and feed pigeons rather than for

produce a leaflet or “round robin” letter for
commercial property owners explaining that the

city is working in partnership with PiCAS and that if
independent help or advice on pigeon-proofing is required,
they can contact PiCAS directly for advice. Obviously, once one
property owner has successfully pigeon-proofed a property, it
will be in the best interests of adjoining property owners to
pigeon-proof also in order to prevent the pigeons from
simply shifting residence.

Pigeon-proofing alone is not enough and must be used as part
of the integrated strategy mapped above. If only pigeon-
proofing is used, pigeons will merely move from one building to
the next. For the program to be effective, pigeons must not only
be excluded but also drawn away from key areas, and their
numbers must be reduced through egg removal.

3. Public Education: Getting the Community to Help You
To ensure that pigeon numbers continue to decrease
indefinitely, a vigorous public education and information

members of the public who consider pigeons pests
and do not feed them.

In addition, PiCAS often recommends printing the PiCAS logo
and contact information on distributed literature so that
concerned residents can contact PiCAS directly for assurances
that the program in place is the most humane solution. PiCAS
also recommends stating that if the program is not complied
with by the public and therefore proves ineffective, it is likely
that lethal controls may be considered in the future.

The Benefits and Costs of PICAS

PiCAS' integrated program saves money. It is useful to examine
how much is spent on control methods now, whether a PCO is
being paid to trap or shoot pigeons or widespread poisoning of
pigeons is being conducted year after year. Over time, coupled
with the cleanup costs for buildings and statues that are
bombarded with droppings from populations that never seem
to go down, the cost of using lethal control methods can quickly
add up.




in contrast, there is no cost to a city or company to consuit PiCAS
and receive the benefit of its expert advice. PiCAS
representatives do not take a fee for their time and effort—they
are only interested in making sure that a solution is
implemented that works for the people and the pigeons.

The only cost at the outset to explore how PiCAS can help
permanently solve a pigeon problem is the cost of a round-trip
ticket from the U.K. and accommodations for the PiCAS
representative while in the U.S. (three to seven days).

Continuing outlay for the relative simplicity of the PiCAS
program and its lasting effectiveness means that costs are

comparatively low, particularly for labor expenses because
maintaining the dovecotes and feeding areas does not require
much time. Furthermore, PiCAS offers to train and provide
ongoing support and advice to staff assigned to monitor the
feeding and nesting sites. PiCAS helps to keep the cost of the
program low by working with the city to help locate commercial
sponsors and funding in the community, which are often
forthcoming because property owners are the prime targets of
pigeon-related nuisance and are therefore the most enthusiastic
to get on board. Individual commercially sponsored cotes are a
good way to get businesses involved and can even be
constructed, for example, as a replica of a business brand or
icon.




As an example of construction and maintenance costs, the
German city of Augsburg found it more expensive, according to
the city’s finance officer, to employ lethal controls and
constantly clean buildings than to introduce an integrated
program. Currently, the city spends about $2,000 on
construction materials for each dovecote or $15,000 if it
contracts to have the dovecote constructed. The dovecotes are
cleaned and maintained two to three times a week, which takes
approximately three hours for each visit. Augsburg also uses
community volunteers to keep costs low, and PETA can work
with communities to locate and organize volunteers to aid in
running the PiCAS program.

If the more intricate and picturesque dovecotes such as those
found in Augsburg are not desired, simpler features such as
wall-mounted nesting boxes that can cost as little as $40 to $60
each or pigeon “lofts” that cost $400 to $600 can be
constructed. All these options are effective and can simply be
tailored to suit the available budget and the aesthetics of the
designated site. As long as the facility has been constructed with
the needs and behaviors of the pigeons in mind and has been
erected on an appropriate site, pigeons will begin to take up
residence and can be managed from the site.

Perhaps the biggest benefit for cities in adopting a PiCAS
program is the savings that PiCAS can arrange for commercial
property owners in the city. As noted above, one of the key
features of the PiCAS method is working with property owners
to ensure that their buildings are adequately and properly
pigeon-proofed in order to make that area as unattractive to
pigeons as possible. Pigeon-proofing can be achieved through a
range of deterrents such as anti-roosting spikes, and PiCAS has
extensive experience working with property owners to
determine how best to address their individual concerns.

PiCAS can offer the client sources for a wide range of control
options and deterrents that will not only be completely effective
in the long term but also can be obtained at a fraction of the
cost that a commercial PCO would charge. For example, PiCAS
has a noncommercial relationship with a U.K. producer of anti-
roosting devices that, having established a presence in Florida,
can supply top-quality stainless-steel anti-roosting spikes to U.S.
clients for less than even the wholesale price. U.S. dients who
confirm that they will solely use nonlethal controls to address
pigeon issues can enjoy a further 15 percent discount on these
products, making the humane pigeon control option even more
cost-effective.

It is also worthwhile to consider the possibility of offering a
franchise to sell high-quality pigeon feed adjacent to the
designated feeding area. This would ensure that the right food
was offered to pigeons (rather than large quantities of
processed food that not only would be damaging to their
health, but might also attract rodents and seagulls), and it
would create revenue for the city to offset the costs involved in
cleaning and servicing the site.

Contact Information

Pigeon Control Advisory Service
29 Victoria Green

Witchford

By

Cambridgeshire CB6 2XB
United Kingdom

07981 945 662
enquiries@PiCAS.org.uk
www.PiCAS.org.uk

- Stephanie Boyles, Wildlife Biologist

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
501 Front St.

Norfolk, VA 23510

757-622-7382, ext. 8328
StephanieB@peta.org
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Mr, William Spisak
J.A. Cissel Mfg. Co.
P0. Box 2025
‘Lakewood, NJ 08701

Dear Mr. Spisak:

Woodside Vineyards has been using your Toron Netting for over twenty years and has not
found a better sclution to our bird problem in all that time. -

As you may know, many methods have been advanced as a solution to bird control and I have
tried them all, including noise makers, alarms, and sprays. None have worked for very long. 1
even tried a well imown extruded netting which worked, but fell apart after repeated use. Only
your Toron netting has stood the test of time. In fact, I still use some of the original netting
purchased from Jack Cissel back in 1971.

 fae o Tve enclosed some photos of your product in use at our place. Depending on the location, we
 Ey . cover from two to ten rows at a time and take special care to close off all possible openings by
' ¥y burying the netting edge or fastening it to the ground with picks. The knitted Toron easily
stretches to fit, and forms a complete barrier over the vines. My experience has shown that if any

Woodside.Vineyards is a small operation so every cost saving idea is important. You should
be pleased to know that your netting is doing an excellent job for us.

Sincerely,

Outsjq,
e New
W Jerspy, r\t{?’_.sey Call 4 ne_




‘ompared To TORON Netting,
l Other Methods Of Protecting
?

our Crops Are
or The Birds!

Keep birds from feasting
on your profits with
TORON Netting

Miltions of dollars worth of crops are
lost each year to birds. Growers of gra-f,)es,
berries, and other small fruit have tried
hundreds of methods to control these 10sses,
but most fall short. : e

TORON, a soft-knitted netting, will
protect your profits like no other method. .
TORON actiially createsa physical barrier,
— the ideal, lightweight prot.egiic}h' for
small fruit. =z o

Small growers are especially hard hit
because a greater share of their crop is.
closer to where birds roost. Ngttiné is the
only 100% ;ffective way tokee tﬁé_g;}_gg;,

~ and TORON is a superiof Jasting "

netting product. SR

. Don't waste time an

_ ineffective methods. Choose TORON to™ *
. besure. “

gl e, ¢

._‘,;{-yl-‘.- Lo

Available in
172", 3/4" and 1"
mesh sizes.

Outside New Jersey Call 1-800-631-2234
New Jersey Customers Call 1-808-901-0300

J.A.CISSEL vre.co.

Post Office Box 2025
Lakewood, New Jersey 08701

- VN AmEmsmn AL AAA N i mmmsm ——

37 J.A. Cissel Manufacturing Co.
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The aesthetic, maintenance and hygiene
problems caused by birds on buildings are
unpleasant, expensive to solve and
potentially disastrous for reputation.

Let's take a closer look...
Aesthetic Problems:

Sills, ledges, guttering and roofspaces thick with
accumulated 'debris' (nesting material, excreta,
decomposing dead birds and infesting insects).

Walls streaked with rainwashed debris.

Building fabric eroded by acidic secretions from
fungi living on bird excreta.

Building Maintenance Problems:

Regular expenditure on: debris clearance,
washing windows and paintwork, stone cleaning,
repainting and repair of eroded material.

Hygiene Problems:

Bacterial infection transmitted by insects infesting
debris - especially serious for hospitals and food
handling premises.

Injury caused by slippery excreta on steps
and sidewalks.

You'll be glad to know, these problems are
all avoidable.

With timely installation of BIRDMASTER Specialist
Anti-Roosting Systems you can keep birds off your
property, keep it looking good, cut maintenance
costs and improve living and working conditions
for those inside... :

Springuard

Applications: Horizontal surfaces such as window
sills, parapets and ledges.

A stainless steel, tensioned wire system is used to
narrow ledges so that birds can no longer balance
and must move to alternative roosts.

Simple, humane, effective and discreet.

Durable, weather-resistant construction guarantees
you long-term protection, while fine components
and precision installation make the system clean,
neat and undetectable from street level.

Unoblrusive installation keeps buildings attractivet
and hygienic, with minimal maintance.

Netguard

Applications: Sheltered spaces - of any size -
within the external structure of a
building. For example: lightwells,

*under factory or warehouse canopy
roofing, under bridges, etc. Also,
ornate, carved or recessed vertical
structures. For example: carved
column tops, friezes, niched
statues, efc.

Non reflective, fine mesh, durable netting forms a
strong, transparent barrier completely sealing oft
ihe protected area against bird entry. A tensioned
perimeter framework holds nets flat and taut, fitting
them snug to the edge of the sealed area. This
provides exira strength support, prevents edge
gaps and ensures the net is virtually invisible from
the ground.

Netguard mesh is available in various sizes, to be
effective against different bird species ranging from
seagulls to sparrows.

Birds can access virtually any exterior building
surface. BIRDMASTER preventative systems have
the flexibility to protect them all.

BIRDMASTER is a division of
International Bird Control Systems, Inc.

We were established in the United States in 1988 in
response to a market which had many forms of
bird control available to it, but none that were
specifically designed for buildings of importance or
of historic significance. In the time we have been
operating in the U.S. we have promoted our own
careful and conservative approach to bird control,
designing our installations around the buildings to

which they are being applied. We have placed
emphasis on designing non-destructive, reversible
bird control systems -which can resolve specific
problems on specific buildings, in the most discreet
way possible. Every project we are called upon to
survey is carefully evaluated so that our eventual
recommendations provide a minimum scope ol
work to fully resolve the existing problems.

“Off the shelf"* products do not provide this level of
protection because your building and it's bird
infestation problem are unique and the skills
needed to resolve the situation should be the result
of many years experience. A successful bird
control installation is entirely refiant upon the skills,
knowledge and experience of the people who
actually perform the installation. At BIRDMASTER
we have the experts waiting to help you.

» Birdmaster installations are guaranteed effective
for five years.

» All permanent hardware is non corrosive.

+ Our advice and survey/specifications are
provided entirely free of charge.

Listed below are some of our completed
projects:

Washington D.C. Area

National Cathedral

Department of Justice
Department of Agriculture
National Building Museum
Federal Bureau of Investigation
National Press Building

Lincoln Memorial

Postal Square

Market Square (Navy Memorial)
Old Post Office Pavilion

Canadian Embassy

NASA
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Member
National
Pest Control

Bird Barrier products are distributed by:

Technicall/Product Support
Mark Thorsell PP
800-503-5444

Phone Toll Free: 800-503-5444, Toll: 310-793-1733
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Bird Barrier America Inc.
1312 Kingsdale Avenue
Redondo Beach, CA 90278, U.S.A.

Fax: 310-793-1732
E-mail: BBSales@BirdBarrier.com




Terms and Conditions

Pest Control Companies .
Certified U.S. pest control companies can receive discounts by purchasing directly
from their pest control distributor. Call our offices for the distributor nearest yau.

Non Pest Control Companies (Direct Customers)

Ordering

Orders can be placed by mail, fax, phone or e-mail. Orders must include quantity, part
name, part numbers and total dollars per part. Please contact Bird Barrier for a ship-
ping quotation.

Order Forms
Bird Barrier will gladly fax or mail you order forms. Call 800-503-5444 for your copies.

Shipping

Bird Barrier products can be shipped UPS, Federal Express or by whatever shipping
methad you wish to utilize. Orders received before noon (Pacific time) can generally
ship the same day. The customer is responsible for shipping from Bird Barrier, and,
should a return be necessary, back to Bird Barrier.

Payment Method and Terms

Bird Barrier accepts Visa, Mastercard, American Express and company checks. All
credit card orders will be processed after the products have been shipped. All orders
besides credit card orders will be strictly C.0.D. unless a credit application has been
submitted and approved by our credit department. Once credit has been established,
standard terms are available.

Return Policy ,

Returns will not be accepted after 14 days of receipt. Returns must be in their original
packaging so they can be resold. A 10% re-stocking fee will be applied to all returns,
and will be subtracted from the refund.

Prices'and Availability
Bird Barrier always strives to hold prices for at least one year, and to have substantial
stocks of all items. Because of international currency fluctuations and other circum-

stances beyond our control, price variations and shipping delays may occur. We apal-

ogize in advance for any such occurrences.

Typographic, Photographic and Technical Errors

We do our best to be accurate with all the contents of this catalog, but mistakes can
occur. We will advise you of any corrections when you place your order. For more up
to date information, please visit our electronic catalog at http://www.birdbarrier.com.

Additional Information

Policies and item availability are subject to change without notice. Bird Barrier is not
respansible for late or delayed shipments or damage done in transit. Title to products
being purchased is retained by Bird Barrier until items are paid for by the purchaser.
Bird Barrier is a California corporation which holds numerous patents and trademarks
of its products.
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Who Are Some of our Customers’

Busch Gardens
SeaWorld
UCLA
USC
US Postal Service
Sikorski Helicopters
Hughes Aircraft
Denver School District
Stanford University
TRW
The University of Puerto Rico
Frito Lay '
Anheuser Busch
El Paso General Hospital'
Hughes Grocery Stores
Vons Grocery Stores
Los Alamitos Race Track
IBM
Sanwa Bank
Bank of America
Disney World
City of Carson
Nordstrom Department Stores
The May Company
City of Manhattan Beach
Loyala Marymount University
U.S. Navy
U.S. Airforce
Santa Monica Refuse Center
BMW of North America
Santa Maonica Court
Gap Clathing Stares
City of Glendale
Chevron Refinery
Chevy’s Restaurant
San Onafre Nuclear Power Plant
Torrance Public Library
Galleria Movie Theatres

And many, many more.

© Capyright Bird Barrier America iric, 19
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What people are saying about Bird
Barrier’s Training Program:

Bird Barrier’s class was so much
more than | expected. | recommend
all our branch managers and
installers take this class

Mark Anthony, Regional Manager
Dewey Pest Control, Los Angeles, CA

| feel a greater confidence in
approaching inspections, recommen-
dations and bids. We have closed
many bird jobs, with more in the
works. [ credit most of this to the
new inspection procedures and
proposals taught in the class.

Jeff Stafford

Nissho of California, Inc.

Finally, a bird control class that

teaches all the angles. Bird Barrier's

class delivers in a clear, concise and
. fun program like none I've ever

attended.

Rick Steinau

Ace Exterminating,

Cincinnati, OH

This is one of the better warkshops
that I've ever attended. Bird Barrier
did an excellent job in presenting the
information. | would highly recom-
mend that Ecolab:associatas attend
this workshop.

Lloyd W. Welsh,

Director of Gov. Affairs & Safety,
Ecolab, Grand Farks, ND

Bird Barrier’s training program is a
joint venture between
Bird Barrier and
Van Waters & Rogers.
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“control than slapping product on a ledge and walking

Do you consider yourself an expertin the field of bird co:trol? Do y=is maxs a considerable prof-
iton every bird job? Can you keep birds off any structure with premanert. noi-izthal means? Can you
estimate, seft and do bird work with total confidence? If the answer te any of these questions is no
then you should enroll in the Bird Barrier/Van Waters & Regars two-day technical training program .
How To Succeed in Every Aspect of Urban Bird Control.

The Future of Bird Control

Experts predict that bird control in the United States will triple in the next ten years. Educated
pest control companies who understand the latest techniques will garner the lienshare of this
growth. No longer is the public willing to endorse rampant killing and destruction of pest birds;
they are looking for humane solutions to their problems. You will learn these solutions in How To
Succeed in Every Aspect of Urban Bird Control.

What Will You Learn?

Birds are intelligent creatures. Humans continue to
be amazed at how pest birds can overpower a preven-
tion system, seemingly thumbing their beaks at their
efforts. Many bird control jobs fail simply because we do
not understand the pest bird we are fighting, or the
wrong product is chosen or incorrectly installed. Bird

Learn how to use special
bird-tools.

"Barrier's class will teach you how to analyze a3 site,

choose the right products, and win every time.
Additionally, you will learn which birds will respond to
which products, and which products will not work in
certain situations. Simply put, there's a lot more to bird

away forever.
Learn how to install different
types of bird deterrent products.

How Will You Learn?

Bird Barrier’s program is not a long, boring lecture.
While. much of the education will he taught with an
impressive slide presentation, the majority of the class
will be taught hands-on. All products will be instalied on
sample displays that you take home with you (they will
help you sell bird jobs in the future), while the second
day will he taught exclusively at a work site where bird
proofing products will be installed on a real building.
Special emphasis will be placed on specizlty bird proof-
ing tools, safety, product selection and site evaluation.
Because these classes are hands-an, class enrollment
is limited to 15 students.

Knaw thy enemy; learn about
bird’s habits, migratory pat-
terns, and why they are so
committed o particular sites.

Who Should Attend?
Anyone with a bird problem, or anyone who sells ac inszails bird caniral groducts.

The Cost
$139 per person, or $119 per person if two or more frem your company acend. Remember, no
more than 15 students will be accepted per session, so please don’t delay, =znroll today.

page 8
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Bird Barrier Gaes On-Line
http://www.birdbarrier.com

Bird Barrier America is proud to be the first bird control company to offer a comprehensive site on the
world wide web. More than just a way to sell products, Bird Barrier’s site is a wealth of information for
anyone with an interast in birds, the problems they cause, and non-lethal control technigques. Our new

136 page site has the following information:

http://www.birdbarrier.com

O About Bird Barrier

. 10 Products & Services
. |OBird Facts

Bird Barrier provides
comprehensive solutions _
for specific bird control .
problems. We offer the.
widest range of non-leth ~.
bird control products, e .
certified installers, technical : Reod i
training and support. -

*  Training Schedule: Our two-day
class tours the country all year. Find
out when it's coming to your town
and reserve your spot on-line

Bird Control Myths: An overview of
products over the years that have
not done a very gaad job

Tip Of The Week: A newly learned
technique is shared with our cus-
tomers

«  Order Forms can be E-mailed direct-
ly to us, and your products will ship
the same or next day

¢ Local Installers: A state-by-state

Information, including color photos,
of America’s most common pest
birds. Learn why birds are attracted
ta your building in the first place,
and what type of control methods

czn be used

czused by pest birds

*  Problems, diseases and damage

Product specifications for Architects,
data can be pulled from the.web to
insert into your specifications

Product Catalog: The catalog you
currently hold in your hands will be
availabie electronically, with new
products and updates added all the
time :

directory of certified Bird Barrier
product installers

Local Distribution: Whether you're

a pest control company or a facto-
ry who can do their own installa-
tion, the web site will tell you the
fastest way to get your hands on
the material.

. Bird Barrier's quarterly newsletter +  Technical support: Your bird and
outlining successful contral mea- product questions will be answered
suras on-line using E-mail

Please take the time to visit our site, and
give us your comments. We want to
make this site work for you and make
your life e@sier. See you on-line.

© Copyright Bird Barrier America Inc, 19¢
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1083 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W.

Wasbington, D.C. 20007

(202) 338-6263

BIRDSCARE Flash Tape:
works by reflecting sun light.
When applied in a spiral with
the bright red and silver coated

alternating sides, any movement

of the wind will cause the tape
to flash bril-liantly signaling
danger to the birds.

Rllsarc 12" wide x 300

$1.65 each

The Mini
Black
Eagle

The Mini Black Eagle combats
Flicker and woodpecker damage
to wood house siding. USDA-

I APHIS-ADC indicates that
rapture silhouctte suspended on

Super-wide Flash Tape:

at the urging of the northwest
region of USDA-APHIS-Animal
Damage Control, we added Flash
Tape in the 30mm (1-1/4") width.
This super-wide and super strong
tape control geese in high wind
environments.

M Rollsare 34" widex300° 8
: $4.50 each
3

~ 87.00 each

Birdscare Flags: Birdscare

Use in conjunction with - reflective flags, attached to
any of the BIRDSCARE branches are used to protect
products. fruit trees. Can be used .

. alone or together with Flash
$7.00 each Tape and the Octopus.

$2.50 each

) . .4
‘Eye Balloons
Used in the Orient for 30 years, l
the inflatable device has been
proven effective in &
numerous applications
where only simple spot
dispersal was required.
The 2 foot hanging ball has
6 inch evil eyes silkscrezned in
bright and teraifying colors with
tail streamers. The moving
Scare Eye creates a sense
of predators in the area. 'y

1 -5 Balloons: $10.00 each

6 - 10 Balloons: $8.00 each

a line at each house corner does 2
good job in scaring away peckers.

qudﬁecker Control

One gallon of ROPEL will treat approximately
1,000 - 4,000 square fect, depending on porosity.

Quart -

Bird Problems? You know who to
We don't hurt them, just make them le
It's Bye, Bye Birdie! Guarant

The "Octopus”

A new product called
"Octopus”, is now commonly
seen on the bird battlefield.
This productcombines the scare
eye with'flash tape tentacles.

-$6.00 each

ROPEL is probably the
worst tasting substance
ever known! Justbrush
or spray a little on any-
thing you wish ta protect
(flowers, fences, siding,
etc.). One taste and your
problem is solved. It's
odorless and nontoxic.
Especially effective
against raccoons, rats,
deer, beaver, dogs, cats,
rabbits, squirrels, mice,
and woodpeckers.

$18.00 Gallon - $62.00







